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1. Summary 
 
1.1 This report informs Mayor and Cabinet of the comments and views of the 

Sustainable Development Select Committee, arising from discussions held on an 
officer report on the development of Lewisham’s new Local Plan. 

 
2. Recommendation 
 
2.1 Mayor and Cabinet is recommended to note the Committee’s comments as set out 

in this report and ask the Executive Director for Resources and Regeneration to 
provide a response. 

 
3. Sustainable Development Select Committee views 
 
3.1 On Wednesday 12 September, the Sustainable Development Select Committee 

considered an officer report on the development of the local plan. 
 

3.2 The Committee resolved to advise Mayor and Cabinet of the following: 
 

 The Committee recommends that Mayor and Cabinet ensures that all options be 
explored for the consultation on the new Local Plan. The Committee 
acknowledges that the plan has to be technically sound and legally robust. 
However, it asks that options be considered for the production of a simplified 
version of the plan for consultation with as broad a group of residents and 
stakeholders as possible. The Committee recognises that the Planning 
Department may need support from other Council teams to achieve this aim. 

 The Committee recommends that options be considered for the engagement of 
all councillors in the production of the new plan, the Committee believes that 
specific focus should be placed on the role of ward councillors in engaging local 
groups and in identifying local opportunities and challenges.  

 The Committee recommends that the new plan be used to promote the inclusion 
of infrastructure for renewable energy production in new developments. 

 The Committee believes that further consideration should be given to how best 
areas of public realm (that are delivered as part of new developments) can be 
maintained in the long term. 

 The Committee recommends that options should be considered for the retention 
and expansion of community spaces. It believes that this might best be achieved 
through the protection and development of the spaces categorised in the D1 
planning class. The Committee would welcome the development of a new 
community space strategy. 



4. Financial implications 
 
4.1 There are no financial implications arising out of this report per se; but there may be 

financial implications arising from carrying out the action proposed by the 
Committee. 

 
5. Legal implications 
 
5.1 The Constitution provides for Select Committees to refer reports to the Mayor and 

Cabinet, who are obliged to consider the report and the proposed response from 
the relevant Executive Director; and report back to the Committee within two 
months (not including recess). 

 
6. Further implications 
 
6.1 At this stage there are no specific environmental, equalities or crime and disorder 

implications to consider. However, there may be implications arising from the 
implementation of the Committee’s recommendations. 

 
Background papers 
 
Sustainable Development Select Committee agenda, 12 September 2018: 
https://tinyurl.com/y72mplgm 

 
If you have any questions about this report, please contact Timothy Andrew, Scrutiny 
Manager (timothy.andrew@lewisham.gov.uk) 


